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In the Name of Allah, the Lord of all things, who permitted 
marriage and prohibited fornication, created us from a sin- 
gle soul, created from that soul its mate, and dispersed from 
the two of them many men and women. May blessings and 
peace be upon the Prophet and Messenger who disciplined 
and taught his companions, and upon those who are guided 
by his Sunnah and follow him with excellence until the Day 
of Judgment. As for what follows: 


Indeed, when the Shariah of our Lord was eliminated, the 
laws and rulings of the kuffar gained power in the lands of 
the Muslims, Islam was shamefully abandoned, and faces 
turned towards promiscuous Europe, the voice of falsehood 
rose and with it the voices of those hostile towards the peo- 
ple of the religion, and the cancer of those who legislate 
besides Allah # ate away at the Ummah’s body. They pro- 
hibited what He permitted, and permitted what He prohib- 
ited, and one of the most manifest things that they ruined 
and defamed in defense of women and their rights — as they 
claimed — was polygyny. They utilized their podiums to 
that end, including the podiums of the kufti parliaments 
and the secular TV channels, and placed on these podiums 
howling dogs, fools who do not perceive nor know their 
foolishness. [heir poisoned words crept into the hearts of 
women from the lands of the Muslims, to the point that we 
almost couldn't find a single woman that is accepting of this 
issue, except for those whom Allah protected. 


Allah && said in His clear-cut revelation, {And if you fear 
that you will not deal justly with the orphan girls, then mar- 
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ry those that please you of [other];women, two or three or 


four. But if you fear that you will not be just, then [marry 
only] one or those your right hand possesses. ‘That is more 
suitable that you may not incline [to injustice]} [An-Nisa’: 
3]. This is a verse as clear as the sun that does not require 
extensive explanation or interpretation. Therefore, O slaves 
of Allah, you may marry two, three, or four women, unless 
you fear that you will have shortcomings in your fairness 
towards them or will fail to fulfill their rights, in which’case 
you suffice with one wife. Ibn Kathir 2 said, “His state- 
ment {two or three or four} [An-Nisa’: 3] means marry any 
women you wish apart from the orphans. If one-of you 
wishes he may marry two, and if he wishes, three, and if he 
wishes, four.” 


Indeed, Islam was not the first to introduce polygyny. Rath= 
er, it was present in the shartah of those before us. Allah's 
Messenger # said, “Sulayman Ibn Dawid & said, ‘I will 
surely have intercourse with a hundred women tonight, 
or ninety nine, and every one of them will give birth to a 
knight who will wage jihad for the cause of Allah...” [Re- 
ported from Abt Hurayrah by al-Bukhari]. 


What's strange is that the Jews and the Christians taunt 
the Muslims with respect to polygyny, yet if they were to 
look into their own books they would’ve known that it was 
something present in their religions, for it is stated in their 
books that Yaqūb had two wives and two concubines, 
and that Dawtid & had a number of wives and concubines, 


as mentioned in 2 Samuel [5: 13] and 1 Samuel [25: 42 — 


44]. They also stated that Sulayman & had 700 wives and 
300 concubines, as mentioned in 1 Kings [11: 3]. 


They also stated Rahba’am (Rehoboam) Ibn Sulayman, who 
according to them succeeded his father in kingship, had 18 
wives and 60 concubines. Thus, the men of the previous 
nations used to take many wives, and doing so was permit- 
ted in the shari'ah of those before us. Then the Shariah of 
Islam came and defined a specific number of wives that no 
Muslim is allowed to exceed, that number being four. As for 
concubines, then there is no limit. 


Salim reported from his father that Ghaylan Ibn Salamah 
ath-Thagafi embraced Islam while married to ten wom- 
en. So the Prophet $ said to him, “Choose four of them” 
[At-Tirmidhi reported it in “Ihe Book of Marriage” and 
titled the subsection, “Chapter: What Has Come Concern- 
ing a Man Who Embraces Islam While Having Ten Wives;” 
Ibn Majah also reported it in “Ihe Book of Marriage” and 
titled the subsection, “Chapter: A Man Embraces Islam 
While Having More than Four Wives”]. 


Indeed, the legislation of polygyny contains many wisdoms. 
Amongst them is that women are greater in number than 
men, who face many dangers and hardships in their lives, 
such as war, hazardous work, and disasters. Likewise, young 
men tend to prefer virgins and abstain from marrying wid- 
ows and divorcees, so who then would look after this group 
of women? 


Furthermore, Allah might afflict a woman with infertility, 
but instead of divorcing her Islam has permitted the man 
to marry another woman while keeping his infertile wife 
honored and supported. 


Also from the wisdoms of polygyny is that the woman, by 
her nature, has her life interrupted by phases in which she 
is unable to fulfill the rights of her husband, as is the case 
with menstruation, childbirth, and postpartum bleeding. 
So during such phases he can find in his other wives what 
should prevent him from falling into forbidden or suspi- 
cious matters. But, by Allah, if there were no virtue in po- 
lygyny other than the fact that it’s a prophetic Sunnah from 
the best of mankind, we would have sufficed with that as a 
proof with which we would deafen the ears of the stubborn 
opponents. 


How much does it eat at my soul to openly mention a re- 
ality that makes the heart of a muwahhid bleed, that reality 
being that the opposition to polygyny, whether directly or 
indirectly, has gone beyond the blind women and now sits 
in the hearts of some of the female seekers of knowledge 
and women who adhere to the bulk of the shar'i rulings. 


This became so after the calls of the enemies of Allah, the 


religion, and His Messenger > found their way towards 
them through the doubts that these enemies propagate, 
doubts that effectively state, “No to polygyny. Polygyny is 
oppression towards women.” And Allah is sufficient for us 
and the best disposer of affairs. 


And it saddens me to say that with some of them, the mat- 
ter may reach the point of pronouncing a statement of kufr 
— and Allah’s refuge is sought — or a statement that could 
imply kufr, and Allah’s help is sought. You find her say- 
ing, with the Shaytan having inflated her with falsehood, 
“Anything but polygyny, anything but this ruling. O Allah 
forgive me, but I can’t handle it, neither for myself nor for 
others.” One woman even said to me when I was talking to 
her, “Do you want me to commit kufr and thereby aposta- 
tize? If I saw him with another woman it would be a fitnah 
for me with respect to my religious adherence, and I would 
leave my home and wander about in loss!” And another 
woman asked her friend, “What would you prefer? ‘That Al- 
lah frees your husband after being imprisoned for years and 
he would then marry a second woman, or that he remain 
imprisoned and not do do?” So she answered her saying 
blatantly, “I prefer that he remain imprisoned, for that is 
easier on me than for him to marry a second wife!” My 
Lord, have mercy on us! For a Muslim, muwahhid husband 
to remain imprisoned by the Rafidah or other kuffar and be 
subjected to the worst kinds of torture is easier on the jeal- 
ous woman than for him to come out of prison and practice 
a law from the laws of Allah?! This is all in addition to other 
dangerous statements which the woman doesnt really think 
much about, but which may cast her into the fire of Hell, 
and Allah's refuge is sought. 


And how many women in the lands of the Muslims display 
their “discontent” towards polygyny! I sat with some such 
women and advised them, and I found that with many of 
them the tone of their speech bears witness that this “dis- 
content” is in fact a hatred of the ruling itself, even if the 
cursed Iblis has sugarcoated it for the woman and down- 
played it for her, saying, “It’s only that you don’t want it for 
your husband, so you can't be blamed!” So here I warn her, 
and I remind her of the statement of Allah ¥, {But no, by 
your Lord, they will not believe until they make you judge 
concerning that over which they dispute among themselves 
and then find within themselves no discomfort from what 
you have judged and submit in submission} [An-Nisa@: 65]. 
So where is your submission and where is your obedience to 
the command of your Lord and and His wisdom? You were 
not named a “Muslimah” to to begin with except because 
youve submitted to Allah with tawhid and yielded to Him 


with obedience! 


And how many muhajirat there are who are seekers of 
knowledge and whom I would consider to be from the best 
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of women, except that as soon as you mention this issue 
they completely flip and almost promote the slogans of sec- 
ularism without even realizing it. And there is no ability nor 
might except with Allah. Rather, from amongst them is she 
who praises Allah that her husband was killed before taking 
multiple wives, and to Allah we belong and to Him we will 
return! To her likes I say: Why did you make hijrah? Wasn't 
it to establish the Shari'ah of Allah in the land? And isn’t po- 
lygyny a part of this Shariah? Know then that the One who 
has honored the Muslim woman and has given her rights 
that protect her from the plots of the wicked is the very One 
who has permitted for the man to marry those that please 
him of women. And based on that, it is not permissible for 
a woman who believes in Allah and the Last Day to argue 
concerning the Sharrah of Allah, accepting what pleases her 
and rejecting what goes against her desires. Bishr al-Hafi & 
(died 227AH) said, “All calamities lie in following your de- 
sires, and all cures lie in opposing them” [Sifat as-Safwah]. 


And indeed, this religion is a whole that cannot be divided. 
Allah & said, {So do you believe in part of the Scripture 
and disbelieve in part? Then what is the recompense for 
those who do that among you except disgrace in worldly 
life; and on the Day of Resurrection they will be sent back 
to the severest of punishment. And Allah is not unaware of 
what you do} [Al-Bagarah: 85]. So beware, my sister, of be- 
ing from amongst such people, and beware of letting your 
blind jealousy lead you to disliking this shar’l ruling, for it 
is feared that you would thereby fall into apostasy, as Allah 
3, said, {That is because they disliked what Allah revealed, 
so He rendered worthless their deeds} [Muhammad: 9]. 
Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah & stated when comment- 
ing on the ayah, {O you who have believed, do not raise 
your voices above the voice of the Prophet or be loud to 
him in speech like the loudness of some of you to others, 
lest your deeds become worthless while you perceive not} 
[Al-Hujurat: 2], 


was a cause for rendering their deeds void, then how much 


“So if raising their voices above his voice 


more so is advancing and raising their opinions, intellects, 
personal tastes, politics, and experience over that which he 
came with? Is this not more befitting of being a cause for 
rendering their deeds void?” [[’lam al-Muwaqqi’in]. 


And every Muslimah should know that it is normal for her 
to be jealous and feel sad if her husband marries another 
woman, and we are not better than the Mother of the Be- 
lievers, the pure siddiqah, daughter of as-Siddigq, Aishah, of 
whose jealousy much has been narrated. However, she nev- 
er opposed what Allah had permitted and did not prevent 


her husband — the Prophet #; — from marrying another 


woman. A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her and with 


her father) never stood in his way saying, “It’s either me or 





her. Divorce me and marry her.” Far be it from her to do so! 


The Shaytan — and it may be a human shaytan from amongst 
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the women — will say to you, “If he loved you, he wouldn't 
have married another woman while being married to you.” 
So say to him or her, “Our Prophet 3 married seven wom- 
en after Aishah while she was the most beloved person to 
him, and his love for her did not weaken or decrease, until 
our Lord allowed him to pass away in her room with his 
head between her chest and her neck. May my mother and 
father be sacrificed for him!” 


He will also say to you, “You never had any shortcomings 
in any of your dealings with him, so where does he get 
the right to marry another woman while being married to 
you?” So say to him, “Even if I were from the most per- 
fect of women, and the best of them in character, beauty, 
knowledge, and manners, the Legislator has not exempted 
me from amongst other women, and has given the man the 
right to marry a second, a third, or a fourth woman!” 


The whisperer, whether human or jinn, will also say to you, 
“You can prevent him, make things difficult for him, make 
his life unpleasant, and incite the children against him.” So 
say to him, “Yes, I can, and indeed the schemes of wom- 
en are tremendous, as our Lord has described, but where 
would I be with respect to having fear of my Lord %? And 
where would I be with respect to Him making things diff- 
cult for me in the Dunya, and His questioning of me in the 
Hereafter, if I oppose what He has allowed and hate what 
He has permitted?!” 


He will also say to you, “You will not bear seeing your hus- 
band with another wife, and it'll inevitably be a fitnah for 
you with respect to your religious adherence!” So say to him, 
“Tt will not be a fitnah for me, and Allah is my protector. 
Allah will not abandon me when I have submitted to His 
wisdom and yielded to His law!” ‘Then with the statement 
of Allah &, cut off from them the channels through which 
they try to blow and inflate you with falsehood: {It is not 
for a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah and 
His Messenger have decided a matter, that they should have 
any choice about their affair. And whoever disobeys Allah 
and His Messenger has certainly strayed into clear error} 


[Al-Ahzab: 36]. 


And my advice to you, my sister, O wife of a man who prac- 
tices polygyny: I know with certainty that there is no jihad 
more difficult for a slave than jihad against one’s inner self. 


Indeed, Ibnul-Qayyim & 


is to wage jihad against one's inner self, against ones desires, 


> said, “Ihe most onin Sa jihād 


against the Shaytān, and against the Dunyā. So whoever 
wages jihād against these four things for the sake of Allah, 
Allah will guide him upon the paths to attain His pleasure, 
which lead him to His Paradise” [Al-Fawaid]. So if you 
wage jihad against this inner self that persistently incites 
you to do evil, place a barrier between you and the whispers 
of the retreater (Shaytan), restrain your jealousy with the 


reins of the Shariah, and remain patient and forbearing and 
anticipate Allah’s rewards — for what is with Allah is better 
and more lasting — then you will be at ease, enjoy relief, and 
have a pleasant life. 


So pay no attention to the statements of unprincipled wom- 
en whose sources of reference are vile plays and soap operas. 
Rather, let your example be the women of the prophetic 
household gs. And every sister should know that when her 
husband wants to marry another woman, it's not obligatory 
for him to consult her, nor to seek her permission, nor to try 
and appease her. If he does that, it is an act of generosity on 
his part and a means of preserving the companionship be- 
tween the two of them. So be content, my sister, submit to 
Allah with obedience, and yield to His law. And if a woman 
does this, then it is fitting for the Most Generous to increase 
her rewards in the Dunya and the Hereafter. 


Here, I also wish to address the men, both those who have 
multiple wives and those who intend to take multiple wives, 
and remind them of two matters. The first is that the wom- 
an, as is known, was created from a curved rib, so if you, our 
brother, have made the decision to marry a second, then | 
remind you by Allah to be gentle with her and speak softly 
to her, and be extremely patient and tolerating when you 
inform her of your intent. Don't be afraid of her initial reac- 
tion, be patient with her, and use in your advice the words 
© and the hadith of His Prophet #. And if she’s 
stubborn, then frighten her with the Almighty and remind 
her that this is a part of this Shariah, and that we are in a 
state whose system of rule is khilafah upon prophetic meth- 
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odology inshaallah. If, however, she refuses and is arrogant 
then I say to you what Allah & said addressing the best of 
those who walked the earth: {O Prophet, why do you pro- 
hibit [yourself from] what Allah has made lawful for you, 
seeking the approval of your wives? And Allah is Forgiv- 
ing and Merciful} [At-Tahrim: 1]. Imam at-Tabari & says, 
“The people of knowledge differed over which lawful mat- 
ter Allah had permitted for His Messenger and His Messen- 
ger then prohibited himself from. Some of them said that 
it was Mariyah, his Coptic slave-girl, whom he prohibited 
for himself with an oath that he would not come near her, 
thereby seeking to please his wife Hafsah Bint “Umar, be- 
cause she had become jealous of Mariyah being alone with 
Allahs Messenger # on her day and in her room. Others 
said that it was something he used to drink and which he 
liked. The correct statement on this issue is to say that what 
the Prophet # prohibited for himself was something that 
Allah had made lawful for him, and it’s possible that it was 
his slave-girl, and it’s possible that it was a type of drink, and 
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its possible that it was something other than that, but what- 
ever it was, he prohibited for himself something that was 
lawful for him so Allah admonished him for prohibiting 
something that He had made lawful for him and declared 
the dissolution of the oath which he had taken and that it 


was forbidden for him to make this prohibited for himself.” 
For this reason, dont make it prohibited for yourself to help 
preserve the honor of a widow or become the guardian ofan 
orphan because you seek to please your wife! 


As for the second issue, then I wish to remind the men, 
both those who have multiple wives and those who intend 
to take multiple wives, to fear Allah &, and also remember 
that oppression will be darkness on the Day of Judgment, 
and that the crooked side of your body will not be rectified 
by the wife whom you crookedly inclined to in the Dunya, 
thereby oppressing another of your wives in the process and 
falling short in your duties towards her and mistreating her. 
That day {a man will flee from his brother and his mother 
and his father and his wife and his children} [‘Abas: 34-36]. 


Furthermore, the frontiers of the Islamic State — may Allah 
grant it victory — have increased in number and its front- 
lines have multiplied after all the paths of kufr and nifag 
allied together to wage war against it, and no war takes place 
except that there are people killed on both sides, as Allah 
said, {Indeed, Allah has purchased from the believers their 
lives and their properties [in exchange] for that they will 
have Paradise. ‘They fight in the cause of Allah, so they kill 
and are killed} [At-Tawbah: 111]. 


How many a shahid ascends from this Dunya — we consider 
him so, and Allah is his judge — and leaves behind a grieving 
wife and orphaned children. So who after Allah $ is willing 
to take care of them? If one of the Sahābah #% were killed 
and he had a wife, the others would race one another to 
propose to her once she had completed her ‘iddah, each 
one wanting to help preserve her honor and become the 
guardian of an orphan, knowing that his reward is with the 
Master &;. And I used to always say to my Muslim sisters, 
“Allah & says, {Never will you attain the good [reward] un- 
til you spend from that which you love. And whatever you 
spend — indeed, Allah is Knowing of it} [Ali ‘Imran: 92], 
and the husband is from amongst that which the wife loves, 
so why doesn’t she spend from him, seeking the face of her 
Lord, by being content with him marrying another wom- 
an?” Let every sister just put herself in the shoes of the wife 
of a shahid and sacrifice some of the selfishness that is a part 
of our nature! 


And our final call is: Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all cre- 
ation. May Blessings and peace be upon our leader, Mu- 
hammad, and upon all his family and companions. 
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